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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 2015 
 

With 2015 fast receding into history and 2016 looming large, we wrap up yet another great year for the 
Club and its Members. As per usual, what follows is no more than a condensed summary of the Club and 
our activities over the past year: 
 

A: Committee.  
 
Chairman: It was my honour to be re-elected to steer the Club and to yet again experience the huge 
support of both Members and Committee. This was my third term at the head of this great gang of MX-5 
enthusiasts and I think it is now time for a fresher, younger Member to take the reins: Members are 
therefore urged to nominate a suitable Candidate for this position.  
 
Secretary: 

Daine Kinnear was duly elected as Secretary. She introduced a fresh 
approach to sending out boring e-mails to Members which was well- 
received by all.  
 
Daine has, however, made a commitment regarding her further 
studies and as such, has decided to concentrate on this for the 
foreseeable future. She will therefore not be available for re-election.  
 
We thank Daine for her contributions to the Club and I know that all 
Members join the Committee in wishing her every success with her 
studies! 
 

Treasurer: 
George Slade was duly re-elected as our Treasurer – a task that came 
naturally to this retired Accountant. But George did not always limit 
himself to his duties as our Bean Counter: as in the past, I found that 
I could count on him wherever I needed assistance with any other 
chores, be it menial or major. For this, he earns my, and everybody 
else’s, respect and appreciation. 
 
Having served the Club during two terms of office, George will un-
fortunately not be available for re-election but has given me an 
undertaking that he will nominate a successor at the AGM.  
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Events Organiser: 
 

Brian Roy, a man with vast experience in (amongst other things) the 
organising of Motor Rallies, indicated his willingness to handle this 
very important – and busy! - portfolio.  
 
During his tenure, Brian introduced a system seldom tried by the 
Club before: individual Members were tasked to organize and 
arrange (under Brian’s guidance) regular monthly outings. This 
proved so popular that I suspect that Brian probably has most of 
2016’s monthly outings already in the bag! Apart from the regular 
monthly outings, Brian is also already hard at work on other future 
activities for the Club: the George Old Car Show is but one. 
 
I am happy to report that Brian is available for re-election. 

 
Webmaster: 
 

Jonathan Dekel joined the Committee as Webmaster at our 2014 AGM. He is fully 
responsible for the development, maintenance and hosting of our Website, which 
he does as part of his own business with the rather catchy name of Dekel & Hyde.  
 
As a Committee Member, Jonathan is also saddled with all the other business of 
the Club and I started feeling that it is not quite within the ambit of his job as 
Webmaster. I therefore propose that the incoming Committee consider scrapping 
this as a Committee position and rather adopt the following: 
 
Just as professionally as Jonathan handles our Website, Rod Manson handles our 
Facebook presence. I propose (and have in fact chatted with both Jonathan and 
Rod about this) that the two “sites” co-operate more in future with the aim being 
the promotion of our Club. Happily, both are keen on this!  
 
However: the positions of Webmaster and Facebook “master” (for want of a 
better term!) should not be Committee positions, thus not burdening these two 
gentlemen with the usual drudgery that goes with serving on the Committee.  

 

B: Membership.  
 
As in the past, the Club enjoyed good growth. We ended 2014 with 67 Members: we’ll end 2015 with 87 
Members!  
 
Something else that also pleases me to no end is the fact that we again have paid-for Membership 
Applications waiting for the start of 2016: the reason that these Applicants were not inducted as full 
Members is simply the fact that their applications were received after the start of November. As our 
Membership year starts on the 1st January and ends on the 31st December of every year, this would have 
entailed that these new Members would have been responsible for another full payment within a short 
two months. (As to renewals: as in the past, Members are welcome to pay their renewal fees at the 
A.G.M. – let’s make George earn his keep one last time!) 
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As far as Membership Fees (“Subs”) are concerned, Treasurer George Slade suggested that subs in 
future rather be levied on the following basis:  
 
People joining between 1st January and end March will pay 100% of the Subscription Fee. 
People joining between 1st April and end June will pay 75% of the Subscription Fee. 
People joining between 1st July and end September will pay 50% of the Subscription Fee. 
People joining between 1st October and end December will pay 25% of the Subscription Fee.  
NB: It is important to note that, even if a new Member pays only a portion of the normal subs as 
suggested above, that new Member will still enjoy full Club Membership Benefits.  
 
The current Committee supports this and Members will be asked to ratify this at the A.G.M. 
 
As far as current Membership Fees are concerned: this amounts to R200-00 p.a. for a Member with that 
Member’s spouse/significant other half/permanent partner/etc paying half of that, yet also enjoying full 
Membership benefits. Members have been extremely co-operative and understanding in accepting two 
consecutive fee increases: I will recommend that the Committee NOT increase fees in 2016. 
 
I mentioned “Club Membership Benefits” above. During our last AGM a question was posed asking 
“what do I get for my money?” Let’s have a look at what our R200-00 (or R100-00) gets us: 
 

 Every Member gets a name-tag made and supplied. Although not expensive (only some R40-00 
each) this cost is covered by the Club. 

 
 Subsidies: During February 2015 the Club 

subsidised our entry fee at the Festival of Speed 
event at Killarney Raceway to the tune of R30-00 
per person. Also: at Solms Delta the Club paid 
(just as at the Ostrich Farm during 2014) for a 
guided tour of the farm by the Members. As in 
previous years, the lunch during this year’s      
A.G.M. will be subsidised in the amount of  
R100-00 per Member paid by the Club. 
 
LEFT: Racing at Killarney on a hot February day! 
 

 During 2015 we concluded an agreement 
with a motor service and repair centre, Auto- 

man, for preferential rates for the servicing and repair of our cars. This gave us a R300-00 dis-
count on normal servicing costs as well as free wheel alignment, wheel balancing and engine 
clean. To sweeten the deal even more, this concession was extended to Members’ other cars as 
well. I know that quite a few Members availed themselves of this and I am also aware of some 
complaints regarding Automan: fortunately, however, the “thank you” mails I received re this far 
outnumber the complaints. 

 Need I even touch on the camaraderie and friendship found in this Club? No – simply because 
there isn’t enough money in all the world to pay for this! 

 Our Members were exclusively offered a year’s subscription to the oldest (and quite possibly 
most authoritative) South African motoring magazine, CAR, at a huge discount of 50%. This was 
subsequently extended and Members who were already subscribers to CAR, were offered the 
opportunity to tag a year’s extension onto their existing subscription at the same discount. The 
savings here alone amount to substantially more than the annual Club subscriptions. 
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C: FINANCES  
 
Treasurer George Slade kept a tight rein on our money as always and whatever expenses were incurred, 
were considered necessary for the functioning and growth the Club. Some expenses will not be re-
peated soon: e.g. the cost of the Club’s pennants (R3,050-00) and the cards (R1,260-00) that were 
printed for us to hand out to prospective members.  
 
Although I would, as last year, describe our financial position as “good”, the same caveat as last year is 
still relevant: we must find ways, other than subscription fees, of generating income.  
 
After the launch of the new MX-5 MK 4 on the 28th  November, Mazda SA’s MD David Hughes and I had a 
brief discussion re our Club and our finances whereafter I was promised that he would visit Cape Town 
during January / February 2016 with the specific view to continued discussions regarding this. Soon after 
that, I was requested by Mazda SA’s Doreen Mashinini to send her a full and comprehensive report on 
the Club’s doings and our plans for the future: this I promptly did.   
 
It would be premature – if not downright presumptuous – to see this as a “sponsorship deal”. However: 
I got the very real impression that both David’s and Doreen’s interest were genuine and as such, I have a 
very good feeling about this. It certainly is something positive for the incoming Committee to look 
forward to. However – let’s still show our own enterprise and let’s think of ways to generate income: 
any ideas will as always be welcomed by the Committee!  
 

D: MEETINGS AND OUTINGS  
 
In contrast to previous Reports, I’m not going to recap on every meeting that we had during the year. 
Since the monthly reports are on our Website, I’ll only list one or two of our more significant outings:  
 
Killarney International Raceway. 
 

 
 
Our visit to Killarney on the 7th February was very well supported – so well, in fact, that many Members 
expressed a wish that this should become a regular feature on our calendar. Following on this, we were 
invited by Roger Röbeck (Chairman, Cape Jaguar Club) to avail ourselves of the facilities at their Killarney 
boma, visiting as a Club. This has now gained so much momentum that some Members are in favour of 
us exploring the possibility of leasing our own boma at Killarney. There are definite benefits to this – the 
fact that we will then have our “own” Clubhouse being but one. I have already contacted Des Easom of 
Killarney regarding this and I urge the incoming Committee to pursue this further in the new year. 
 
The umbrellas in the pic ABOVE are all ours: now just imagine if the stand had been emblazoned with 
our logo and the Club’s name! 
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Winterberg Mountain Inn (Wolseley) and La Réve (Kleinmond)  
 

LEFT: 
 
Looking across the pool 
at Winterberg Mountain 
Inn. That’s us enjoying 
“boerekos” under the 
pergola. 
 
BELOW: 
 
The road to Kleinmond is 
called Clarence Drive. 
(Or: the R44, if you have 
no soul) The more you 
drive it in your MX-5, the 
more you want to drive 
it! 

 
The reason that I lumped these two outings together is simple: both offered fairly long drives. 
Previously, it was thought that a longish drive would put some Members off: petrol ain’t cheap any 
more! 
 
However: the lessons learnt from this are simple and straight forward: firstly, we are a Club for sports 
car owners – our car just happens to be one of the very best available. As such, we love to use our cars 
and the prospect of the occasional longer drive is not daunting – in fact, it’s absolutely inviting! 
 
Then: if this drive is capped with a good eatery where we can sit down and enjoy some good grub and 
company, it makes the entire enterprise that much more worthwhile! Below are some pics from our 
jaunt to La Réve in Kleinmond: 
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ABOVE: On the way to Kleinmond and we are stopped at a view point on Clarence Drive. It seems like 

Keith Clark (far right) has the MX-
5 Choir lined up for practice! 
(Remember the envious glances 
we got from passing traffic? 
Absolutely priceless!)  
 
LEFT: 
 
The view from the deck of La Réve 
in Kleinmond. It was, as can be 
seen from the photo ABOVE, a 
rather frosty day but Clarence 
Drive and La Réve’s good grub 
made up for everything! 

 
Tecklenburg’s at Oude Wellington.  
 
Wellington is not a long drive – but it’s long enough to give our cars some exercise and a well-supported 
outing looked forward to the day. However, with a rater rude Hostess and so many other complaints, it 
turned out to be a day some (most!) of us will probably want to forget.  
 
So why include this as a significant outing?  
 
Simple: it proves that Brian Roy’s system where Members are tasked to arrange such outings actually 
works – even though we do from time to time stumble upon less pleasant outings such as this. The 
popularity of this system is proven by the fact that in spite of the experience, Members were undeterred 
and are voluntarily coming forward with their own special ideas for our regular outings. It also teaches 
us that no matter how wonderful the recommendations to a certain place are, we can (and will) from 
time to time suffer disappointments like this: it’s absolutely no reflection at all on the organisers.  
 
Next year  
 
Brian Roy is already busy with planning for next year. We will have more meetings and outings and 
these will also take us further away than before! I, for one, am very excited about this. 
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E: GENERAL   
 
Launch of ND Model: 
 
On the 28th November (sorry – that should read Movember. And Richard Jackson really took up the 
challenge – Charmaine could hardly recognize him with his new moustache!) Mazda SA launched the 
new MX-5 MK 4 (or: the ND model) in the Western Cape during a well-attended function held at the 
Watershed in the V & A Waterfront, Cape Town. Apart from being able to ogle the new MX-5 (with a 
new Mazda CX-3 thrown in as a surprise) we were able to meet some of the people at the helm of 
Mazda SA. David Hughes (MD) and his team have the daunting task of re-establishing Mazda as a brand 
in South Africa.  They are certainly achieving great success – just look at the new-model launches that 
happened since October last year! But new models are just that and nothing more unless they capture 
the buying public’s attention and, most importantly, the public’s confidence in the brand.  
 
A short discussion with David after the launch left me in now doubt that he and his team are deadly 
serious about their task of building Brand Mazda in South Africa – and that bodes well for us as Mazda 
supporters. I have no doubt that all Members join me in wishing David and everybody at Mazda SA 
nothing but continued success.  
 
Website and Facebook:  
With Jonathan Dekel and Rod Manson (see pic RIGHT) beavering 
away at this, the Club is getting exposure like never before. 
Membership enquiries and applications are now regularly received 
from our Website and both Jonathan and Rod are thanked for their 
diligent efforts in this regard. 
 
As hinted at previously, these two gents will start working even 
closer together in an attempt to further increase the exposure of 
the Club thru’ the twin media sites. 
 
During 2015 our Club was also listed on sites such as Miata.net and 
MX-5 Miata World. Through this, we plan on getting international 
exposure and connections for the Club and even though this is still 
in it’s infancy, one of the positive spin-offs is a planned meeting with 
Wesley Hill from Australia during December. Wesley is the Secretary 
of the MX-5 Club of New South Wales, Australia, and will be visiting 
Cape Town during the Christmas season. Unfortunately, he will arrive here too late to join us as a guest 
at our A.G.M. but I really look forward to chatting with, and getting tips from, him.  
 
The MX-5 Club of New South Wales looks something like this: during their October meet, they had - 
 

 Some 300 MX-5’s attending;   
 Some 147 MX-5’s entered for the Show-‘n-Shine; (or: Bonnets Up) 
 230 Members booked for the 3-course lunch.  (The rest simply picnicked!)  

 
These guys can certainly teach us a thing or two about running a Motoring Club!  
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F: AND FINALLY ……  
 
All the usual “thank you’s” apply – and there are simply too many to mention: To the Committee for 
their unstinting support, all those who organised our meetings and outings, and you the Member - 
without you, there is no Western Cape Mazda MX-5 Club.  
 
On behalf of the Committee, I wish you all a blessed Christmas and the very happiest of new years! 
 
See you in 2016!   
 

 
 
 

It is said that there are only two types of people when it comes to the Mazda MX-5:                                

those who own one, and those who still aspire to owning one ………. 

Where it all started: the original MK 1 of 1989.         In 1997, the MK 2 lost the pop-up headlights.  

 
MK 3 (2005) introduced a power-retractable hard top. 2015: The legend continues with the new MK 4.  
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